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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccination for people with
acute rheumatic fever or rheumatic heart disease

About COVID-19 vaccination

COVID-19 vaccine doses and administration

ATAQCI statement
ATAGI Expanded Guidance on temporary_medical exemptions for COVID-19
vaccines

ATAGI clinical guidance on replacement doses for invalid primary courses of
COVID-19_vaccines



https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/advice-for-providers/clinical-guidance/doses-and-administration
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/12/covid-19-vaccination-guidance-on-myocarditis-and-pericarditis-after-mrna-covid-19-vaccines_0.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-expanded-guidance-on-temporary-medical-exemptions-for-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-clinical-guidance-on-replacement-doses-for-invalid-primary-courses-of-covid-19-vaccines

Do people with rheumatic heart disease need four COVID-19 vaccine doses (like
people on renal dialysis)?

No. Rheumatic heart disease is a chronic illness, but it does not affect the immune
system in the way some conditions like kidney failure or cancer treatment can. So, if
you have rheumatic heart disease and / or acute rheumatic fever and you do NOT
have another health condition like kidney failure, you just need two vaccine doses, and
then a booster dose three to six months later (for adults).

However, if you have rheumatic heart disease PLUS one or more of the conditions that
affect the immune system, then you would need three vaccine doses, and then a
booster dose six months later (for adults).

See

| have heard that mRNA vaccines like Pfizer and Moderna can cause heart problems. If
| have rheumatic heart disease or if | have had acute rheumatic fever in the past,
should | avoid these types of vaccines?

No. mRNA vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna) are considered safe and are recommended
for people with rheumatic heart disease and for people who have had acute rheumatic
fever in the past.

See on MRNA vaccines

See

Can | have the COVID-19 vaccine if | am pregnant?

* Yes, COVID vaccination is safe and recommended in pregnancy

Should children have COVID-19 vaccination, including if they have had acute rheumatic
fever or have rheumatic heart disease?

e Yes. All children, including children who have rheumatic heart disease and who have

recovered from acute rheumatic fever and should be vaccinated according to the
Australian guidelines.

"Children aged 5-11 years with medical risk factors for severe illness, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children, and children living in crowded conditions or outbreak
areas are most likely to benefit from COVID-19 vaccination given their increased risk of
severe outcomes and/or exposure.” (This also applies to children aged 12 years and
over)

e See

e See


https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/12/covid-19-vaccination-guidance-on-myocarditis-and-pericarditis-after-mrna-covid-19-vaccines_0.pdf
https://www.rhdaustralia.org.au/system/files/fileuploads/covid_-_rhda_advice_following_atagi.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-recommendations-on-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-use-in-children-aged-5-to-11-years
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-recommendations-on-the-use-of-covid-19-vaccines-in-all-young-adolescents-in-australia
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-provider-guide-to-covid-19-vaccination-of-people-with-immunocompromise

How to avoid COVID-19 infection

COVID-19 infection

COVID-19 treatments



https://www.health.gov.au/health-alerts/covid-19/treatments

Visiting the health centre/clinic
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http://www.menzies.edu.au/resources/?keywords=coronavirus

